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REVIEWS. 


Neuro-paralytic ulceration of the nasal mucous membrane is described, 
ulcers in connection with paresis of the fifth pair of nerves. This is a 
lesion which we do not remember to have been noted by other writers. 
The ulcers are said to progress steadily, though healing from time to 
time under generous diet and avoidance of exposure to cold. But one 
instance is mentioned, and in that one the patches of excoriation varied 
from the size of a split pea to that of an English sixpence. They were 
dry and sluggish, and increased in size from day to day, but almost 
imperceptibly. 

These few points are illustrative of special practical features in the 
volume, which we are very glad to place beside its predecessor in the 
working portion of our library. J. S. C. 


A Text-book of Practical Therapeutics ; with especial reference 
to the Application of Remedial Measures to Disease and Their 
Employment upon a Rational Basis. By Hobart Amory Hare, 
B.Sc., M.D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of Children and Demonstrator 
of Therapeutics in the University of Pennsylvania; Secretary of the Con¬ 
vention for the Revision of the United States Pharmacopoeia of 1890. 
8vo., pp. 622. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1890. 

Therapeutic handbooks multiply. Materia medica proper is in the 
background, and, to a considerable extent, justly so. The writer once 
heard a medical orator of deserved emiuence (a surgeon) say in his 
address that the study of therapeutics should begin with medical 
botany, and then proceed upward through chemistry to its useful end. 
Most medical teachers, knowing the demands made upon the student 
for knowledge of diagnosis, and the great number of specialties in which 
a well-fitted man must attain a certain measure of proficiency, would 
say, with the writer, that although medical botany may be an elegant 
accomplishment for the practitioner, it is by no means a necessity, and 
to devote a large amount of time to it in an ordinary three years* course 
would be folly. 

As a matter of fact, it is probably a very small proportion of students 
who have any real knowledge of botany of any kind, either when they 
enter or when they leave the medical schools of this country. Another 
view, and a much more plausible one, is that the student should be 
familiar with a large amount of experimental pharmacology; should, 
perhaps, have experimented himself, and upon this knowledge base his 
practical therapeutics. 

I think most teachers of therapeutics would recognize the fact that a 
large amount of the experimental information gained within the last 
twenty or thirty years is of a kind which, if not useless for the study of 
practical therapeutics, is not capable of being utilized by the average 
student for that purpose, nor, indeed by any student, without very special 
and laborious study under skilled guidance. 

The purely empirical school need not be dwelt upon. As a distinct 
school it is little in favor at present, but authors and teachers recognize 
the necessity of bringing to bear upon the study of the action of drugs, 



FERRIER, CROONIAN LECTURES. 163 

and especially their remedial action, all the resources at our command, 
and of harmonizing not only the experimental data furnished by different 
observers, but the facts acquired by careful clinical observation. 

It is from this point of view that all the recent text-books have been 
written, and the one before us is another claimant for favor in this clas3. 

The author possesses special qualification for this task in the work he 
has done in experimental pharmacology; but he has, notwithstanding 
this temptation, avoided the error of basing his statements exclusively 
thereon, and endeavored to show the bearing and connection of the two 
sets of facts, and their application to actual practice. 

The work is divided into four parts for convenience of reference. 

After a concise introductory section the second takes up the drugs of 
the United States Pharmacopana and others in general use, in the alpha¬ 
betical order, giving first a very brief description of the drug itself, 
and then stating its mode of action and its application in disease, as 
well as the methods of administration. In the case of the more powerful 
drugs, the symptoms of poisoning and its treatment are given. 

The third part treats of remedial measures other than drugs. 

The fourth part consists of sections upon the treatment of diseases 
and symptoms, arranged in the same way. 

It is out of the question to criticise minutely a work composed of so 
many short articles of varying importance. 

In the present state of materia medica, with its enormous numbers of 
drugs containing the same or closely-allied principles, and the extreme 
rapidity with which new compounds are being added by the chemist, it 
appears to the writer that one of the wants is generalization. This, how¬ 
ever, it would be unfair to find fault with this book for not attempting, 
as it is hardly compatible with its plan and arrangement. 

It appears, also, to the writer, to be a mistake to try to present, in the 
compass here admitted, a systematic plan of treatment for each one of 
the whole alphabetical catalogue of diseases. There is either too much 
or too little. However, the attempt having been made in this instance, 
it is fair to say that it is by no means altogether unsuccessful. The 
treatment suggested is judicious and practical. 

There are, as is likely to happen in nearly all first editions—and it is 
fortunate if they are not continued—a few slips. 

We may suggest that a person who tries the author’s first plan of dis¬ 
infection (p. 319), by heating sulphur in an iron pan over an alcohol 
lamp, is very likely to find himself involuntarily trying the second, 
where the sulphur is mixed with the alcohol. 

Again, it is not easy to understand how the water which has been 
used to scrub the floor of an infected room can be afterward boiled. 

In a future edition the slight air of hurry and sketchiness which seems 
to attach to the present one can easily be removed. £. 


The Croontan Lectures ox Cerebral Localization. By David 
Ferrier, M.D., etc. London. 1890. 

The world of scientific medicine will welcome, in book-form, the 
latest authoritative statement of cerebral localization by the foremost 



